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AFROTROPICAL BUTTERFLIES 17th edition (2018). MARK C. WILLIAMS. http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb 
 
 

Genus Neita van Son, 1955 
 
Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 101 (1-166). 
Type-species: Pseudonympha neita Wallengren, by original designation. 
 
The genus Neita belongs to the Family Nymphalidae Rafinesque, 1815; Subfamily Satyrinae 
Boisduval, 1833; Tribe Satyrini Boisduval, 1833; Subtribe Ypthimina, Reuter, 1896. The other 
genera in the Subtribe Ypthimina in the Afrotropical Region are Ypthima, Ypthimomorpha, 
Mashuna, Mashunoides, Strabena, Neocoenyra, Coenyropsis, Coenyra, Physcaeneura, 
Melampius, Cassionympha, Pseudonympha, Paternympha and Stygionympha. 
 
Neita (Browns) is an Afrotropical genus containing seven species. 

 
 

*Neita bikuarica Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006 
 
Neita bikuarica Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006.  Boletin Sociedad Entomologica Aragonesa 39: 95-96. 
 
Type locality: Angola:  “Huila Province: Capelongo, ?/XI/1957, EAU (CZ-2964)”.  Described from a 
single male captured by the “Estudos Apicolas do Ultramar” mission (EAU) near Capelongo (14° 53' S, 
15° 05' E, ca. 1200 m).  Holotype (male) in the Instituto de Investigação Cientifico Tropical entomological 
collection (CZ), Lisbon, Portugal. 
Description: 
 “Length of forewing: 20.0 mm; wingspan: 41 mm.  Antennae brownish, ringed with lateral and ventral white 
annuli.  Antennal club elongate and slender, only slightly enlarged, dark brown.  Upperside of all the wings plain 
brown, with marginal and sub-marginal dark brown lines[,] the sub-marginal areas slightly lighter.  Forewing with a 
large black ocellus (the minute white points, slightly oblique) encircled by a fine, pale orange ring and an outer brown 
line, wider at the inner margin, the ocellar area roughly pear-shaped and prolonged to space 2.  Hindwing with three 
ocelli, in spaces 1b, 2 and 3, the most posterior one quite reduced, the other two well developed; a fine line, darker 
than the ground colour, almost completely encircles the ocelli in a more or less regular way and runs to the costa.  
Under surface similar but with greater contrast.  Base of hindwing costa, and most of space 1, deep orange; ocelli as 
usual, in spaces 1, 2, 3 and 6, with fine orange and dark brown rings, the whole group encircled by a dark, reddish-
brown, more or less regular line (without any indentation).  One oblique dark reddish-brown regular line ca. the basal 
1/3 of the hindwing crosses the centre of the cell.  Genitalia without sub-unci, as it is typical from the genus.” 
Diagnosis: Closest to Neita victoriae, from which it differs in the more acute forewing apex, narrower 
orange ring surrounding the ventral hindwing ocelli, greater width of the area delimited by the brown line 
enclosing the hindwing ocelli, and the presence on the posterior ventral wing of a well-defined oblique 
brown line that crosses the cell.  On the upperside of the forewing the orange halo that surrounds the 
ocellus enters space two, while in Neita victoriae it does not pass the first cubital (Mendes & Bivar de 
Sousa, 2006). 
 Also resembles Neita extensa, which has a larger forewing ocellus but with a deep invagination on 
the peri-ocellar line on the hindwing underside.  Neita orbipalus is also similar but has better developed 
orange/yellow in the ocelli and lacks (as do the other species in the genus), an oblique dark line across the 
cell on the hindwing underside (Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006). 
Etymology: Named for its geographical origin, close to the northern border of the Bikuar National Park. 
Distribution: Angola. 
Specific localities: 
Angola – Capelongo, Huila Province (TL).  Known only from the type locality (Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 

2006). 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb
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Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006). 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

*Neita durbani (Trimen, 1887)# 
D’Urban’s Brown 

 
Pseudonympha D’urbani Trimen, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 1 [Nymphalidae]: 80 

(355 pp.). London. 
Neocoenyra durbani Trimen.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Neita durbani (Trimen, 1887).  Van Son, 1955. 
Neita durbani (Trimen, 1887).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Neita durbani (Trimen and Bowker, 1887).  Pringle et al., 1994: 62.  [misattribution of authorship] 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita durbani.  Male (Wingspan 47 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Lady Grey, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  5 January 2009.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita durbani.  Female (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Dordrecht, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  8 December 2008.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Oos-Kaapse Bergbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “King William’s Town, Bodiam, Grahamstown and Albert District in the 
north-east of Cape Colony”. 
Original description: 

“Exp. Al., 1 in. 8-10 lin.  Dull-brown; a subquadrate discal fulvous patch and rather small black, white-
bipupillate ocellus in fore-wing; two indistinct (sometimes obsolete) minute unipupillate fulvous-ringed ocelli in hind-
wing.  Fore-wing: fulvous patch small, clearly defined, even on both edges, - reaching superiorly as far as dull-
yellowish ring of ocellus along inner and lower edge, and inferiorly to a little below first median nervule, - not 
infringing on discoidal cell; along median nervure a more or less distinct suffused fulvous streak.  Hind-wing: ocelli 
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between first and third median nervules, the upper one usually a little larger, and with its fulvous ring suffused.  Under 
side.  Fore-wing: outer edge of fulvous patch bounded by a dentated dark-brown streak, commencing close to costa; in 
some examples the discoidal cell presents, a little beyond its middle, a faint, transverse, fulvous mark.  Hind-wing: 
three dark-brown irregular transverse streaks – one before, one about, and the third beyond, middle; between the 
central and outer streaks the ground-colour is paler, forming a broad fascia, marked exteriorly with four minute but 
well-defined unipupillate, black, yellow-ringed ocelli, of which the first is between the two subcostal nervules and the 
others in a row between third median nervule and submedian nervure; these ocelli very finely encircled externally 
with dark-brown.” 
Diagnosis: Expanse 42 to 44 mm; antenna-wing ratio – male 0.40, female 0.38 (Van Son, 1955).  Smaller 
than Neita neita and Neita lotenia and differs on the hindwing underside in the absence of an orange 
suffusion at the base of the costa and the lighter discal field; there is a row of small dark spots preceding the 
postdiscal line (the other species have distinct ocellate spots).  The eyespots on the hindwing upperside are 
absent or very small; they tend to be better developed in females (Van Son, 1955). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province). 
Specific localities: 
Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (TL; Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Bodiam (Trimen & 

Bowker, 1887); Albert District (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Grahamstown (Trimen & Bowker, 
1887); Highlands (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Molteno (Van Son, 1955); 
Burghersdorp (Van Son, 1955); Bedford (Pringle et al., 1994); Jamestown (Pringle et al., 1994); 
Camdeboo Mountains (V. Pringle, vide Pringle et al., 1994); Kenton-on-Sea (Mecenero et al., 
2013). 

Habitat: Open, grassy hillsides (Van Son, 1955). 
Habits: It is a strong flier, resting occasionally on the ground or on rocks (Van Son, 1955).  The flight 
pattern is noted as rapid and jerky by Pringle et al., 1994.  Specimens feed from flowers (Pringle et al., 
1994). 
Flight period: October to March but mainly from November to February (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 105. 
 “Egg.  Eggs are laid singly and are watery white when laid.  After some thirty-six hours, two faint reddish-
brown incomplete bands appear and gradually darken in colour, while the remainder of the egg assumes a faint 
yellowish colour.  The reddish-brown bands are fairly thick on one side, but thin down on the other where the band is 
broken.  In the opening of the upper band is a rough triangular-shaped reddish-brown blotch with the apex of the 
triangle drooping over the side and the base spreading over the micropyle.  The sides of the egg are fortified by some 
forty-eight ribs which break up into indentations over the top and bottom of the egg.  The ribs are cross-braced by 
some eighty-eight indentations.  Eggs are fairly constant in size, being 1.1 mm in diameter and 1.0 mm high.  The 
egg-stage is about eight days.  Larva:  First instar.  The young larva eats its way out of the shell near the top and 
sometimes partially devours the shell.  It is 2½ mm on emerging, and of a whitish ground-colour with salmon-yellow 
dorsal, subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines, and a pale brownish-yellow head.  It has a row of long finely barbed 
yellow-brown spines set on white moles on each side of the dorsal line.  On the right side all those on segments 1-10 
curve forward, the remainder curve backward, but on the left side only those on segments 1-3 curve forward, the 

Distribution: South Africa – 
Eastern Cape Province. 
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remainder curve backward.  Between this row of spines and the subdorsal line there is another row of white spines, 
rather blunt and bulged at the tips, and those on segments 4-11 are much smaller than the remainder.  These spines all 
curve backward on both sides except those on the first three segments which curve forward and are pointed and of the 
same size as the dorsal spines.  There is a lateral row of long yellow-brown spines similar to those astride the dorsal 
line.  These all curve forward on both sides on segments 1-11, the remainder curve backward.  The posterior ridge 
spine is long, finely barbed and grey, and points outward and backward on all except the first three segments where it 
points outward and forward.  The anterior spine is watery white and points downward and slightly forward.  As the 
larva grows, the long spine darkens but retains a yellowish tip.  The young larva on emerging rests for a while, then 
crawls to the edge of a young blade of grass and commences to feed, eating small portions at first and moving in a 
backward direction as it feeds.  When it has grown to about 4½ mm, it spins a slight mat on the surface of the leaf, 
into which it fastens its claspers and settles down to moult.  The first instar varies in duration and may last up to 
twenty-one days.  Second instar.  The larvae are pale green, shading to yellow-green at both ends, with a darker green 
dorsal line flanked on both sides by white, a dark green subdorsal line edged with white below, a green lateral line 
flanked above and below with white, and a dark green spiracular line.  The lateral ridge is white.  The head is 
yellowish-green.  The original spines are present, but additional spines are added to the rows, these however are much 
smaller than the primary spines, except in the second row on each side, where a long spine has appeared in front of the 
original small ones.  The ridge is now adorned with some seven white spines on most segments.  The final segment is 
forked and touched with pink.  This instar lasts 8-12 days, and the larva grows to 6 mm before moulting.  Third 
instar.  The larva is a more bluish-green with a faint yellow tint at each end, a greenish head, and a pinkish tip to the 
forked final segment.  More spines have appeared, much smaller than the others, but in same rows, except for a few 
scattered ones round the spiracle.  This instar lasts normally about twelve days, and the larva grows to 9 mm.  Fourth 
instar.  The larva is still darker, and the main spines have grown longer, giving the larva a very hairy appearance; the 
head is slightly lighter green than the body, and the forked final segment is reddish-salmon.  This instar lasts about 
twelve days, and the larva grows to 14 mm.  Final instar.  The larvae are of the same colour as in the previous instar, 
but the lines are fainter and there are more long spines.  The dorsal line is, however, dark and finely divided down the 
centre.  The head is of the same colour as the rest of the body.  When full grown at 23-24 mm, the colour of the larva 
begins to fade and the lines become indistinct.  The larva crawls away to find a suitable place to pupate and begins to 
shrink.  Having found a suitable place, it spins a silken mat into which it fastens its anal claspers, then hangs 
downward, later doubling up, in which position it remains until pupation.  The final instar lasts some fourteen days.  
Pupa.  The pupa is 13.5 mm long, and is suspended head downward and secured to a silken mat by pale watery 
yellow cremastral hooks, which are distinctly swollen at tips.  It is pale green over the head, thorax and wing cases, 
but shades down to a yellow-green on the abdomen, ending in a faint salmon cremaster, and is smooth and unadorned 
by setae.  The pupal stage varies, but is normally fourteen days.” 
 
Larval food: 
(Apparently) Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 42]. 

 
 

*Neita extensa (Butler, 1898)# 
Savanna Brown 

 
Neocoenyra extensa Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 188 (186-201). 
Neocoenyra extensa Butler.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Neita extensa (Butler, 1898).  Van Son, 1955. 
Neita extensa (Butler, 1898).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Neita extensa (Butler, 1898).  Pringle et al., 1994: 62. 
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Neita extensa.  Male (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Renosterfontein, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  15 December 2006. M. Williams. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Williams  Collection. 

 
 

                
 
 

Neita extensa.  Female (Wingspan 48 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Marakele National Park, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  24 November 2007.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita extensa form major. Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Grand Reef Aerodrome, Mutare, Zimbabwe. 18 December 1998. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Greyling Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita extensa form major. Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
40 km n.e. of Mutare, Zimbabwe. 3 January 1996. 
Images M.C.Williams ex J. Greyling Collection. 

 
 
Type locality: [Zimbabwe]: “Salisbury, Mashonaland”. 
Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng). 
Specific localities: 
Zambia – Mbala (Heath et al., 2002). 
Zimbabwe – Salisbury (= Harare) (TL). 
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Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Soetdoring Farm [-24.561 28.233] (A. Mayer, pers 
comm. 2015); Bateleur Nature Reserve (Williams & Dobson, unpub., 2015). 

Mpumalanga – White River (Trimen, 1906); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Malelane (Swanepoel, 1953); 
Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953). 
Habitat: Grassland-savanna ecotone. 
Habits: Flies low down on grassy slopes, often settling on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: November to May (Pringle et al, 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 108. 
 “Egg.  About 1.15 mm high and 1.1 mm in diameter (these measurements may slightly vary), subcylindrical 
in shape with the top rounded; it has about sixty longitudinal ridges connected with about twenty cross-ribs to about 
two thirds of its height, the top portion having an irregular netting tracery; the colour is watery white when laid, later 
developing a pinkish-red circlet above and a broken one of a similar colour below.  The egg-stage lasts about eight 
days.  Larva.  Very similar to that of N. durbani, except that the setae of the early instars are a little shorter and the 
head of the first instar larva has lighter orange markings.  There are either four or five instars, the latter case occurring 
in the colder season, when the larva hibernates in the third instar, and has an additional instar before the final.  The 
sizes and durations of the larval instars are as follows:  first instar 3.5-5.75 mm in 10 days, third instar either 14 mm in 
13 days, after which it aestivates, and there is an additional instar, growing to 19 mm, or growing to 16 mm, without 
an additional instar; final instar 26.5 mm in 20 days.  The larval stage therefore lasts about fifty-three days with four 
instars, but longer with five.  Pupa.  Longer and narrower than in durbani, being 16 mm long by 4.7 mm wide.  The 
cremastral hooks are not swollen at tips.  The pupal stage lasts sixteen days.” 
 
Larval food: 
(Presumably) Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 43]. 

 
major Trimen, 1906 (as var. of Neocoenyra duplex).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London  
1906: 61 (59-86).  South Africa: “White River, 15 miles from Nelspruit (a station on the Pretoria and 
Delagoa Bay Railway, about 30 miles from Barberton) Transvaal”. 

 
 

*Neita lotenia (van Son, 1949)# 
Loteni Brown 

 
Melampias lotenia van Son, 1949.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 21 (2): 209 (209-216). 
Melampias lotenia Van Son.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Neita lotenia (van Son, 1949).  Van Son, 1955. 
Neita lotenia (Van Son, 1949).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Neita lotenia Van Son, 1949.  Pringle et al., 1994: 62. 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita lotenia.  Male (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bushman’s Nek, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  15 December 1979.  S. Henning. 
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Images M.C.Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita lotenia.  Female (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bushman’s Nek, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  1 January 2012.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternatice common name: Drakensberg-bergbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa: “Loteni, Natal”. 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho. 
Specific localities: 
KwaZulu-Natal – Loteni, at 2 000 m (TL; Pennington); Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953); Bushman’s Nek, 

near Underberg (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Eastern Cape Province – Ongeluk’s Nek near Matatiele (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Lesotho – Mokhotlong, at 2 400 m (Pennington); Rafolatsanes (Swanepoel, 1953); Marakabei (Pringle et 

al., 1994); Blue Mountain Pass (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Habitat: Montane grassland. 
Habits: The flight is fast and sustained.  Males patrol the edges of rocky ridges and the bases of small 
cliffs.  Females are usually encountered on open grassy slopes (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: Late November to the end of January (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 
Conservation status: Classified as Rare – Low Density by Mecenero et al., 2013. 

 
 

*Neita neita (Wallengren, 1875)# 
Neita Brown 

 

Distribution: 
 
South Africa – KwaZulu-Natal, 
Eastern Cape Province. 
 
Lesotho. 
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Pseudonympha neita Wallengren, 1875.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 32 (1): 84 (83-
137). 

Pseudonympha neita (Wallengren, 1875).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887a. 
Melampias neita Wallengren.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Neita neita (Wallengren, 1875).  Van Son, 1955. 
Neita neita (Wallengren, 1875).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Neita neita (Wallengren, 1875).  Pringle et al., 1994: 61. 
 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita neita.  Male (Wingspan 47 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mountainlands, Barberton, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  29 November 2006. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Neita neita.  Female (Wingspan 53 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Long Tom Pass, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa.  31 December 2005.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Groot-oog Bergbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “a Potschefstrom meridiem versus sitis”. 
 
 

 
 
 

Distribution: 
 
South Africa – Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, 
North West Province, Free State Province, 
KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province. 
 
Swaziland. 
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Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Free State Province, 
KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland. 
Specific localities: 
Limpopo Province – near Warmbaths (Pringle et al., 1994), Dindela (J. Greyling, 2015, unpublished). 
Mpumalanga – on the hills above Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Long Tom Pass, near Lydenburg (Pringle 

et al., 1994). 
North West Province – near Potchefstroom (TL); Delereyville (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
KwaZulu-Natal – Willow Grange, near Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Montello (Swanepoel, 1953); Kwa-

Magwanxa (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Pringle et al., 1994); Port Shepstone (Mecenero et al., 
2013). 

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953). 
Swaziland – Malolotja N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz). 
Habitat: Grassland.  Widely separated, isolated populations are a feature of this species (Pringle et al., 
1994). 
Habits: Flies quite slowly and settles on stones or on the ground.  Males often patrol particular rocky 
ridges.  Both sexes feed from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994: 61). 
Flight period: October to March.  Most numerous in December (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

*Neita orbipalus Kielland, 1990 
 
Neita orbipalus Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 88 (363 pp.). Melbourne. 
 
Type locality: Tanzania: “Arusha, Monduli District, Lolkisale Mt., 1700 m, 12-IV-1986, J. Kielland”.  
Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London. 
Description: 

“Antennae brown, ringed with white scales.  Male.  Upperside of the wings brown to sooty-brown; f.w. with 
a very large, almost circular yellow to pale-orange ocellus; ocellar area pear-shaped.  H.w. with three orange ocelli, in 
1b, 2 and 3, sometimes a dark spot in space 6.  In both wings there is a dark-brown marginal line, a brown 
submarginal line and a dark-brown thicker line inside this.  Underside as the upperside, but the outer part of the wings 
is gradually paling towards margin; h.w. costa reddish near base.  Female as the male, but a little larger and paler.” 
Distribution: Tanzania. 
Habitat: The nominate subspecies occurs in open Acacia woodland and grassland at altitudes from 1 500 
to 1 700 m.  Subspecies congdoni is found in open Brachystegia woodland in hilly country at an altitude of 
about 1 300 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Grasses (Poaceae) [Congdon, in CRG database, 2016; Madibira, Tanzania]. 
 
 

Neita orbipalus orbipalus Kielland, 1990 
 
Neita orbipalus Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 88 (363 pp.). Melbourne. 
 
Type locality: Tanzania: “Arusha, Monduli District, Lolkisale Mt., 1700 m”. 
Description: 

“Male.  Upperside of the wings sooty-brown; f.w. ocellus with very wide pale-yellow ring and reduced black 
centre; the two white dots in the black centre placed much more at an angle than in N. victoriae.  Female as the male, 
but larger and paler; h.w. ocelli with paler rings.  Length of f.w., male 21 mm; female 22-24 mm.  Male genitalia.  
Differs from that of victoriae in the longer, and more slender distal thin portion of the valva.  Female genitalia (fig. 
50).  Genital chamber smaller than in victoriae (fig. 51); bursa smaller and signa consisting of numerous tiny spines 
(in victoriae the spines are larger).” 

http://www.sntc.org.sz
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Distribution: Tanzania (north – Arusha plain). 
Specific localities: 
Tanzania – Lolkisale Mountain (TL). 

 
 

Neita orbipalus congdoni Kielland, 1990 
 
Neita orbipalus congdoni Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 88 (363 pp.). Melbourne. 
 
Type locality: Tanzania: “Mufindi, Madibira, 1300 m, 23-III-1986, J. Kielland”.  Holotype (male) in the 
Natural History Museum, London. 
Description: 

“The male is paler than the male of the nominate race; f.w. ocellus in both sexes pale orange (not yellow), but 
paler than in victoriae; lines of the wings more distinct; hindwing ocelli of the female darker than in the female of 
victoriae.  Underside of the wings slightly paler and ocellar spots darker.  Length of f.w., male 23 mm; female 24 mm.  
Genitalia as in the nominate race.” 
Diagnosis: Male paler than the male of the nominate subspecies; forewing ocellus in both sexes pale 
orange (not yellow); lines of the wings more distinct (Kielland, 1990d). 
Distribution: Tanzania (southern highlands). 
Specific localities: 
Tanzania – Near Madibira; 45 km west of Mafinga on the Iringa-Mbeya road (TL). 

 
 

*Neita victoriae (Aurivillius, [1899]) 
 
Neocoenyra victoriae Aurivillius, [1899], in Aurivillius, [1898-9].  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 72 

(1-561). 
Neita victoriae (Aurivillius, 1899).  Van Son, 1955. 
 
Type locality: “Victoria Nyanza”. 
Distribution: Kenya (south-west), Tanzania (southern shores of Lake Victoria). 
Specific localities: 
Tanzania – Biharamulo, near Lake Victoria (Kielland, 1990d); Mpanda (Kielland, 1990d); Tabora 

(Kielland, 1990d); Katavi National Park (Fitzherbert et al., 2006). 
Habitat: Brachystegia woodland.  In Tanzania it occurs at altitudes from 1 000 to 1 400 m (Kielland, 
1990d). 
Habits: Flies rather like a species of Neocoenyra, but more strongly (Kielland, 1990d). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 


